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The following figures characterize the exchange programme of students in geodesy and cartography:
in 1995/96 and 1996/97 four students from RTU studied abroad; in 1998/99 and 1999/2000 four students from Lebanon studied at RTU and five students of the Department of Geomatics studied abroad; in 2000/01 and 2001/02 the Lebanese students continued their studies at RTU and three students of the Department of Geomatics studied abroad; in 2003/04 the Lebanese students completed their studies at RTU and three students of the our Department went to study in Germany and Finland.
During the following year a comparatively small number of students from the Department of Geomatics, RTU studied abroad. In 2006/07 four our students went to Finland to study at the Mikkeli Politechnic (Finland), one student went to Germany -High Technical School of Stuttgart and one to University of Valencia (Spain). 4 students from Spain (University of Valencia), two from Germany and France studied at the Department of Geomatics, RTU.
It should be noted that the number of foreign students studying in Latvia and also at the Riga Technical University has recently increased: in the academic year 2006/2007 1425 students from 57 countries studied at Latvian higher educational establishments, but at RTU -76 students from 30 countries. 829 students from 25 Latvian higher educational establishments are now studying abroad; 67 students of the Riga Technical University are now studying in 20 foreign countries.
Problems and solutions
Having been involved in the international exchange of students for more than ten years, we can identify the main problems; some of them, in our opinion, are the following:
inadequate English language skills; a lack of internationally recognized coursebooks and other studies materials in geodesy, surveying and cartography; some higher educational establishments that offer exchange programmes do not provide instruction in English for foreign students.
In our opinion, the above-mentioned problems could be solved in the following way:
the students who want to go to study in another country should pass a foreign language test that proves their ability to master courses in their speciality in the required foreign language;
before implementing an exchange of students, the relevant universities should exchange information about the previously acquired knowledge and the required subjects, as it
